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REE: STATE 132342 

1. REGFISHATT CALLED TO ATTENTION OF HONDA, FIRST NORTH 
AMERICA DIVISION, FONOEF, PROBLEM RELATED TO BLUE CRAB 
FISHERY IN PRIBILOF AREA AND ACTION TAKEN BY GOVERNOR EGAN 
TO PROTECT RESOURCE AND ADVISED OF REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE. HONDA STATED HE APPRECIATED PROBLEM BUT WOULD 
NEED TO FIRST CONSULT WITH FISHERIES AGENCY BEFORE REPLYING. 

2. REGFISHATT THEN CONTACTED AKIRA MATSUURA, DIRECTOR, DIV 
OF MARINE EISHERIES, FISHERIES AGENCY, AND REQUESTED JAPAN’S 
COOPERATION IN CLOSING BLUE CRAB FISHERY UNTIL JULY 1. 
MATSUURA PROMISED TO LOOK INTO SITUATION IMMEDIATELY BY 
FIRST CONTACTING INDUSTRY TO DETERMINE WHICH FLEET WAS 
OPERATING IN PRIBILOF AREA AND EXTENT OF SOFT SHELL CRAB 
PROBLEM. HE REQUESTED US DEFINE GEOGRAPHICAL LIMITS OF 
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END QUOTE TOO VAGUE. HE ASSURED REGEISHATT HE WOULD DO HIS 
BEST TO COOPERATE BUT DID NOT MAKE ANY SPECIEIC COMMITMENTS 
OTHER THAN TO INVESTIGATE SITUATION FIRST. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: INFORMATION ON COORDINATES OF AREAS 
WHICH WE WISH CLOSED TO BLUE CRAB FISHERY. 

SHOESMITH 
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